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The Pulpit Commentary. Revelation. 

The Pulpit Commentary. Revelation. Introduction by Rev. T. Randell, 
B. D. Exposition by Rev. A. Plummer, M. A., D. D., assisted by Rev. T, 
Randell and A. T. Bott, M. A. Homiletics by Rev. C. Clemance, B. A., 
D. D. Homilies by various Authors. New York : Anson D. F. Randolph 
and Co. Pp. xxvii. 585. Price $2.00. 

The Introduction to this commentary on Revelation presents the argument 
for the early date of the book quite fully, has a detailed statement concerning 
the manuscripts and versions, an excellent discussion of the Greek style, and 
an analytical conspectus of the contents of the book, but omits all considera- 
tion of the various schools of interpretation or any sign of that which is to be 
adopted in the exposition which follows. It contains, therefore, much that in 
so popular a commentary is scarcely useful and fails to include what is well 
nigh vital to one beginning the study of the Apocalypse. Without doubt 
the feature of the book is the exposition of Dr. Plummer which is thorough 
and able. In its main lines it follows the interpretation of Professor Milligan, 
who has written what are on the whole the best works on this portion of Scrip- 
ture. The homiletical division is full and quite satisfactory. There is sub- 
stantial agreement between all the writers of the various parts of the book, 
which is as good as the average of this large series of popular commentaries, 
though containing nothing strikingly brilliant. 

A New Study of the Apocalypse. 

The World Lighted : A Study of the Apocalypse. By Charles Edward 
Smith. New York: Funk and Wagnalls, 1890. Pp. 218. Price 75cts. 
It is a pity that a work of real originality such as is here given us should be 
condemned to wear so lurid a title. It creates in the mind a prejudice against 
the book itself, while it conveys no hint of the contents or of the author's pur- 
pose. But whoever has the curiosity or the courage to take up the book, in 
spite of this unprepossessing invitation, will find a discussion characterized by 
great commonsense and striking insight. It proposes to do what so many 
students have proposed before to do — to explain the idea and contents of the 
Book of Revelation. The attempt is modestly made. The writer is conscious 
that he is tremendously handicapped by the failures of the past. He asks for 
sympathy and good will. His arguments are presented in language which, 
though sometimes exuberant and diffuse, is never boastful or belligerent. He 
thinks that he has discovered the Key to the book. It lies in the first chapter, 
in the symbol of the stars, candlesticks and the sun which accompany the 
manifestation of the Son of Man. Translated into words, the symbol gives us 
the ruling idea of the Apocalypse — "The progress of Truth in Enlightening 
and Saving Mankind." The Apocalypse is the picture of " the world lighted " 
by the diffusion of the truth of God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ. To this 
fundamental purpose, by a sober exegesis, Mr. Smith succeeds in making the 
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different sections of the book contribute an intelligible and satisfactory mean- 
ing. The " book " of the fifth chapter is " all the additional light" needed to 
convert mankind. Its seals are the hindrances to the spread of this light, and 
their breaking, or the taking away of these hindrances, is attended with sym- 
bolic representations of the developing completeness of their removal. By so 
brief a statement of the exposition of a short section the reader will be enabled 
to see the commonsense and the cleverness of the writer's conception. Equally 
remarkable is the breadth of his view. His interpretation is historical and yet 
it is broader than the historical. He is free from the offensive literalism of 
many commentators. He steers remarkably clear of the absurd mixture of 
literalism and symbolism that characterizes others. Altogether it is the most 
rational interpretation that has yet appeared. In fact it ought to be an epochal 
book in the study of the Apocalypse. It is in the right road. Some of its ex- 
positions — notably that of the scarlet woman and her associates — fall below 
the general level, and indicate that in his hatred of Rome the author forgot for 
the time the great spiritual and broad idea which he lays down at the begin- 
ing. Why not interpret them as symbolic of spurious Christianity everywhere, 
in Protestant as well as in Romish circles? In the discussion and inter- 
pretation of the last scenes, the author neglects to carry through rigidly his 
theory of victory by teaching, by diffusion of light, and falls in with the physical- 
force-view of the divine activity. It seems, also, that a form of his theory which 
would see in the book not successive developments of illumination culminating 
in one grand blaze of brightness, but simultaneous representations or at least 
one great development of which the various symbolic representations of the 
book are each complete pictures but from different points of view, will more 
adequately satisfy the conditions of the problem. The first half of the book 
— on the writer's interpretation — pushes the development so high, that it is 
hard for him to show that the latter half advances it materially. These are 
not so much criticisms as suggestions and queries which are aroused by the 
book itself. It should be read by every one who is puzzled by the phenomena 
of the Book of Revelation or has never cared or dared to venture into the 
stormy sea of its interpretation. It is fascinating and, what is better, to an 
unprejudiced mind, in the main, convincing. 

Studies on the International Lessons. 

History, Prophecy and Gospet. Expository Sermons on the International 
Sunday-School Lessons for 1891. Edited by E. Benjamin Andrews, D. D., 
LL. D. Boston : Silver, Burdett and Co. Pp.461. Price $1.75. 
We have in this volume forty-eight expository sermons by as many clergy- 
men and teachers, covering the Sunday-school lessons for the coming year. 
The book has more than the evident purpose of providing help in the study of 
these lessons. Its aim is to raise the standard of teaching and to stimulate the 
habit of expository preaching. Its primary object is to accomplish these 
results for a particular denomination of Christians. The writers of these ser- 
mons, as well as the editor, are all Baptists, and they expect that the first 
interest in the work, and doubtless the chiefest, will come from Baptists. Still, 
so far as one can see, there is need for a higher standard of teaching and for 
the cultivation of the expository habit among other denominations, and it 
would be unfortunate if so excellent a body of writing as is contained in this 
book should have its influence and helpfulness confined to any one body of 
Christians. One fails to find any obstrusion of views which are not in harmony 



